EXTREMES MEET

that he bestowed lustre, for he had never heard of the
poet, and if he had he would not have considered him
as important a person as himself.

The other members of the organization were to grow
very sick of that bayonet thrust at La Bassee before long,
and it was a great relief when it was discovered that Milton
had never been wounded at La Bass6e, indeed that he
had never been at the front at all, but had got that scar from
a broken glass during a brawl in a Salonica cafe" two years
before the war began. It was discovered further that he had
never been a sergeant, and then that he had never been
in the Army at all, and finally that the only uniform he
had ever donned was that of the mate of a Genoese steamer,
which he had stolen, and in which he had obtained two
thousand liras by false pretences in Milan, masquerading
there as an English naval officer in the first month of the
war. The Italian authorities, who were at that period
most anxious to do nothing that could possibly complicate
their international relations, instead of putting him in jail
had thought it more tactful to pack him over the frontier
into France, whence in due course he had reached England,
and finally had somehow or other been engaged for the
secret service. A queer figure, with his big dark animal's
eyes and his immense hooked nose, his sleek bulk and
greasy hair, his rich polyglot voice and musk and per-
spiration.

Yet in spite of this unsavoury effect he had an astonish-
ing influence over cocottes and an equally astonishing
ability to gain the confidence of strangers* He had a
genius for starting hares, and though he had neither mind
nor skill nor pluck nor patience to hunt them, though
he was incapable of discrimination in satisfying his low